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A course on William Shakespeare’s drama (tragedies and comedies) with emphasis on its literary and theatrical elements with the aim 
of providing students with a thorough reading of the plays. Lectures will focus on how to read and interpret Shakespearean plays, 
identifying and analysing their plot, character construction, and staging characteristics. 

1. Shakespeare’s time and theatre
1.1 ‘Who is Shakespeare’ and ‘Shakespeare: Man of Theatre’ by Stanley Wells
1.2 Excerpt from Tillyard’s The Elizabethan World Picture
1.3 Chapter ‘Shakespeare: Life and Plays’ from George Sampson Cambridge History of English Literature
1.4 Some minor articles and chapters on the subject

2.     Tragedies
2.1 Romeo and Juliet
2.2 Hamlet
2.4 Texts by Stanley Wells and others explaining and analysing the plays above.

3. Comedies
3.1 A Midsummer Night’s Dream
3.2 Much Ado about Nothing
3.3 Texts by Stanley Wells and others explaining and analysing the plays above.
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