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A course on how to study literature in English from the identification and determination of its main corpus to the definitions of some 
fundamental concepts of literature, theory and criticism, aiming at providing students with the essential knowledge of reading, 
interpreting and analysing literary texts written in English. Students will be encouraged to understand the literary phenomena by 
being in touch, from the very beginning, with verse and prose written in English as they are shown possible means of interpreting 
such texts. For doing so, the course will provide students with texts whose richness of elements covers some of the most relevant 
literary characteristics in the history of the English language as regards poetry, prose and drama. The following topics will be 
discussed:

1. Literature and Literature in English: Basic concepts: 
1.1 Definitions of poetry and prose, description of means of reading and interpreting the literary text
1.2 Definitions of English Literature and Literature in English 

2. The fundamentals of reading and interpreting a literary text
2.1 What differs a personal reading from literary and/or academic interpretation?
2.2 What is literary theory and criticism?
2.3 What makes an interpretation academically acceptable?

3. Prose
3.1 Henry James’s ‘The Art of Fiction”
3.2 Edgar Allan Poe’s ‘William Wilson’
3.3 D. H. Lawrence’s ‘The Prussian Officer’

4.      Poetry 
4.1  A. C. Bradley’s ‘Poetry for Poetry Sake’
4.2 Robert Frost’s ‘Five Nocturnes’
4.3 Edgar Allan Poe’s ‘The Raven’
4.4 Dylan Thomas’s ‘My Craft or Sullen Art’

5.      Drama
5.1   ‘Who is Shakespeare’ and ‘Shakespeare: Man of Theatre’ by Stanley Wells
5.2  Shakespeare’s Hamlet
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