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In one of his essays, Jorge Luis Borges imagines an ancient Chinese encyclopedia that orders animals not by familiar categories, but by the following classifications: 1) belonging to the emperor; 2) embalmed; 3) tame; 4) suckling pigs; 5) sirens; 6) fabulous; 7) stray dogs; 8) included in the present classification; 9) frenzied; 10) innumerable; 11) drawn with a very fine camel-hair brush; 12) et cetera; 13) having just broken the water pitcher; and 14) that from a long way off look like flies. Michel Foucault states in relation to Borges’ list: “In the wonderment of this taxonomy, the thing we apprehend in one great leap, the thing that, by means of the fable, is demonstrated as the exotic charm of another system of thought, is the limitation of our own, the stark impossibility of thinking that.” Umberto Eco, on the other hand, concludes in relation to Borges’ list that “The list, in point of fact, defies any reasonable criterion of set theory … The thing that makes the list really disquieting is that, among the elements it classifies, it also includes those already classified. … With Borges’ classification the poetics of the list reaches the acme of heresy and blasphemes all preconstituted logical order.” In this course, we will investigate how some important works of literature written in English explore the issues pertaining to lists, enumerations, and catalogues and how they make meaning possible in the contemporary world concomitantly creating the following: knowledge, power, history, gender, politics, art, ideas of self, and, of course, of literature itself.

	Conteúdo Programático (unidades e subunidades)

1. The list and the catalogue; (James Joyce)

2. The ineffable; (John Milton)

3. The rhetoric of enumeration; (Edgar Allan Poe)

4. Coherent excess; (William Shakespeare)

5. Chaotic enumeration; (Oscar Wilde)

6. Lists of infinities (Salman Rushdie)

Other possible writers: Robert Kroetsch; J. M. Coetzee; Arundhati Roy; E. L. Doctorow; Keri Hulme; Margaret Atwood.
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